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Remarkable Dolthouse Gift Inspires a Victorian Afternoon Tea

The remarkable gift %o the HBGHS of an elsborately furnished 10-ro0m Yictorian Doll House is reason for a spe-
cial Victorim-stylc cvent ot the Dean [louse on May 13. (The Dean House, buili in 1856, provides an appropriste setting
for a typical Aftornoon Tea, us it is furnished m the stvle of the time thar Queen Victoria reigned in England 1837-1901 )
The Gift

The gift is the work and generosity of Vem Koehler, who decorated and furnished the ten rooms thoughtfully and
artistically with suthcwtsc miniature replicas of the Victorian era. In addition (o carefully selecting ¢he farnishings and ac-
couterments, she added many personsl touches of her own in the decorations and accessories. The six-foot-wide two-story
house was moved imo the Dean House in April and Mrs. Koehler speat several days placing each timy detai! in #2 proper
positon.

A more complete description of the howse and furnishings is found on page 3 of this issue.

The Event:-Victorian Tea on May 13th

To celebrate the Grst showimg of this remarkable addition 10 our swn
Victorian-cre house, HBGHS is inviting the public to join na for an elegant
Aftermoon Tea oa Saturday, May 13, Music and linens and china will enhance
the sevting for the typical service of lirde tea-time sandwiches and sweets that
| marked the social events of the Yankes ancestors of mamny of our early sattiers.
Tea time will be trom 2:00 to 5:00 pm. Mrs. Koehles will be the hostess at

the dollhouse that afternoon 1o tell about some of the details,
A ot Fopr 2y

Memorial Day: Ride the Trolley in the Parade

The Historic Blooming Grove Historical Socicty, is adding a new history related opportunity to its usaal Memo-
rial Day celebration this year:. Amwyome who ks interested can ride the 1920 trolley-style bas in Monoas's traditional
Memorial Diay parade. A fee of $10 per person will be charged 1o pay expenses of the trofley, and proceeds will go to
the Dean House maintenance fund.

Thexe 13 space for 41 passengevs 1o ride the bus mnd wave to the crowd from this San Francisoo cable car look-
alike vehicle. Parrons are encouraged to wear old wordd clothing. Sesting will be or a first come, first seated basis. Reser-
vations may be made by sending a check with names and phone umbes to Historic Blooming Grove Historical Society,
PO Box 6704, Monons, W1 337160704, Desdline for reservations for sent on tee wrolley 13 May 20

As has boon the tradition, the HBGLHS will be selling soft drinks, coffee and rolly from the Dean Houss from porch on the
moming of the parade, which starts st Monona Grove High School and ends at LaFolierte High School,

_ {ther upcoming eveny ot the Dhean House include, the Society’s annugl

T A ) : o meeting, with & special apeaker. on June 11(see bedow); and Back Porch Coo-
VB R _ ' cens on Thursdays & 7.00 p.m. m July, and regular Second Sunday Open
i Vasggt AR nt Sl House, from 2.00 t5 4:00 p.m. on Sunduys, June 11, July 5, and Aug, 13
SRR Foc more informatio about the Dean House aad events, call Bob Bean

", M 2225783
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Yictorian Tea {cont'd. from page 1)

Admission to the house
and tea will be 85 for adults and
$2 50 for children on May 13.
‘The Board invites everyone to the
event, and hopes that mothers and
daughters might cuter into the
spit of the occasion and enjoy
“dressing up™ 10 practice thewr so~
cial =kilts among the amenities of
a gentle, era of refinesnent

ThaDemHuuscwillalmbcopmliy 14 for
the regular Second Sunday vimits from 2:00 10 4:00 pm. No
tea will be served and no charge made on that day, but dona-
tions foc seeing the Doll House are imvited, Guided tours of  JB
the Dean House will be oflered on hoth deays. '

HBGHS Needs Membership Chair o Computerize
Our Membership Records

Our memberthip list cowld be kept much more eff-
ciently i it could be computenzed complete with addidonal in-
formation. We need someone with the abilky (o 3ct up the 2y3-
tern, emer the dats, and keep it up to dateWe are intercsted in
obluining 4 complter for use at the Dean House 5o members
toukd have accass o Lhe mformation,

Can aryone heip? Please call Robert Bean or Dick Pe-
terson or atty board member f you can volunteer (or know somo-
one who might do s} of if you btve aoy suggestions about & free
ot inexpensive used computer for use a1 the Diean House,

For more mformation sbout the Deas House and
evenia. call Bob Bean a1 222-5783,

TROLLEY RESERVATION FORM

Ride the 1920 trolley style bun ia the Memorial Day Parade. We have space fur forty-onc passesgers to
ride the bus and wave te the crawd from this San Fraacisco cable car look-alike vekicle. Patrons are
encouraged to wear old workd clething if they wish.

To be included, please complete the form below snd send it with your check for ten dollary per yeat.

Seating will be o a first come first seated basis. Riders will board on Coldspring Street at the first spat
and return to the point of beginning.

Name

FPhone

Check Amount eaclozed § for seais.

Make check out to Historic Blooming Grove Historical Socicty (or HBGHSociety) and mait it to the
Society at: PO Box 6704, Monona, W 53704-0704.




The Victorian Dollbonse
By Winda Nelsoa

The Dean House has soquired a treasure house—quide
lierally. Vern E. Kochler, a bong-time resident of Monons, has
dovated her exquisitely Ysautifiy] Victorian doilbonse to the
Historic Blooming Grove Historicel Society. The dofihouse has
teas rooms, alt filled with perfect Victorisn miciature furniture,
people, dishey, portraits, hats, and masy other deiigheful
RCOEESOT IS,

Himory

Vern bad a good friend, Nancy B. Rusch who was
imenested i mimatures. Nancy would ask Vern to sccompany
her (0 mestings on ministeres and (0 minkature shows. Vam
soon was enthralled with collecting these ey pieoea of
crftumanship “We begun poing to the ministures shows io
Chicago We would lemve Madison sarly motning so s w0 g
to the show when the doors opennd. We would remais st the
show uniil closing toae and than retum home with our
Icemmuts,” Vamn remembers. “The shows were something to
behold—arnisans from all over the world,” she said.

On her third trip to Chicago, Vern found and booght
her ten-roors dollbouse. “There it wis o the table—unpainted,
without wallpaper and the flaors were not Baished, bt it was
beautiful,” Ve says The houss was boitt by Jeck Nash, »
buildet friom Holland, Michigan. He called the house, “Jillian
Vern likes 10 think he nacmed the house sfter someone e loved.
Vers painted the outside of the house in the Victorian fashion—
taupe on the siding, supe green on the windows and doors,
maive on the Bont porch and cranberry trims throughout. She
wallpapered all the rooms and decormed the ceilings in the
parior and the dining room. She finished the Boors
the hemag with either oak or walnot wood end tiled the kitchen
floar with beick. Vern used ald lace fabrics and handkerchicts
thet heionged 10 her mather 3o make all the Curtains for the
windaws, Vern's mother was 8 buyer angd a sadesperson in a
large stare st the tum of the ceptury. She bought and sobd clina,
stver, crystal xnd laces.

Thare are rwo leaded and stained-glass windows i the
snic, dooe by Olde Mountaia Minixtures in Fort Plain, New
York A weathervans 1ops v houpe.

Furnicure

“Now it was time to think of farnishing the roorms. 1
had & loved-one in mind when | kursished each room,™ Vemn
explaing. The fumniture in the house is either chesry, walnut,
maple or pine. Maoy pieces Lre signed and dated by the
craftspeople who made them

Authentic reproductions by Warren Dick  grece the
kitchen, The pieces inclde 2 court cupboard (cieca 1660-90), &
court table, 4 spice cabinet, & arvem table, black chairs with
hand woven seats, Ha also mage the watnur desk table in the
library and the walmu lo-boy in the studic.

Grerald Crawford desigred the Wiltiam and Mary game
table in the library, the Hudson Valley side chair and arm cheir
¢(with hand-weven scatn) and the Ebrary’s step chair. Edward

Norton created the Queen Anng dressing table in the guest
Badroom and Lhe shell-top corner cupboard in the diming room.
Jeff Swecle construcied the roae and brown upholstered chairs in
the library and J. Beal created the plum trocade sofs m the
studio and the manthe clock in the library. Don Perking made the
carner chair, upkolstered in crewel, that is found in the siting
FOCHTL .

! Christine Eisenberg designod the brass bed in the yuast
Bedroom, the throe-drewer chest in the upstairs ha!l, the jewelry
ched with & mirror found in the master bedroom, the nilk
upholstered chuir in the masier bedroom and the Chseen Anne
tablen with cabwioie Jegs and pink marble tops in the dining
room_

Marilyn Amundson fabricated the sottes and chairs
upholstered in floral satin and silk, the tes table end side tables
in Lhe sitting roam, the mauve upholsieved chair and chaise in
the masier bedrocm. She also designed the celery green
upholstered chuir and stool in the guest bedroom and other
roarble top tables i the house

The dining room table and chairs and the bird cage
table in the sudio were purchased in London, England.

The wickrer furnitare on the fromt porch and in the
bathrocom were made by Elizabeth Garrow.

Thete is & Indy's desk with 1 leather top in 1he master
bedroom, & clavichord in the sitting room and a grendfather’s
chock in the extrance hail, all bilt by Petite Muison.

Rugs

The rugs in the guest bedroom, sitting room ang the
entrance hall are oll landmade. The rug in the Ebrary way
loomed in France. The rug in the design studio is & copy of &
16" century Oriemal. The ramaining rugs are copies of
Aublsson

Porhaps the mont cajoyable and atounding pieces in
this dollhouse ace the dimimittive accessaries in every room For
caumnple, Vem had many portraits of her Gamily and of her
husband's family painted by her good friand, Virginia Heimer.
Vern sayy, “She had 5 meticubous and artintic talend with the
brusk. The photographs were taken from my athum (o guide her
83 she puinted.” Viern's own portrait hangs in her “room™—the
design studic—where Yern imagines she would spend har
leimmre time designing Victonan focks snd fancy hats  Severa

w y ormate haas are displayed in the window seat of the
shudio.
The Library

A portrait of Vern's hutband, Robert, hangs ia the
hbrary—the room she detigned with her husband’s interests in
mind, Robert was a pilot 9o thers is & miniature sirplane an the
bookshelf, a globe, nadd n leather valiss in e room. Robert
enjoyed chess s there s an ivory chess ssl on the game 1able.
The two elite doeling pistols, crafted try CHIY Hiag, were created
for her lusband, They are placed in & box with his initials on the
$id wnd »et on the desk in the tibrary. The boaks in the library



have leather book covers -gesigns of the 17 und 18* cantury
They arc gald-stamped and hand finished by Roger Hued

Ihe Kitchen

The kitchen huuses mminiarre reproductioos of the
coutt cuphoard, table snd rpice cabinet Tound & the Wintertnae
Museun in Delaware, The chioa reproductions consist of
"Dl for the kitchen and preces of Haviland and S1afordshire
thioughout the bouse Vern Hled the sarvice table with
*Children at Play” Vicionan tiles

ailver, Porgelain, Crysisl and China

In every room there are wstoundingly 1iny pieces of
silver—a comb brush and mirrar set in the guest room, a sterfing
sibver Mopteith bowtl in the dining room, a Rothwell silver
inkwell in the guest badroom, aad a brass iokwell in the litrary.
Silver candle sticks, from Birmingham, England, with real wax
<wndles decorats the bedroom.

Thers are china covered bowic and & Queen crested
Iray with & sugar bow! snd cover, a cremmer and & teapol in the
dieung room.  Hund-painted porcelain heirtoam pisces are
placed in the upstairs hatf aad in the guest bedroom.  Porcedain
figurines ymace the thelves and table tops in many of the rooms.
Crvstal chandeliers glitter from the cetlings

Ll

One of the featurex of the bouse 1hat help vou imagins
who the sormen were who mught have lived ir such opulesce
are the mannequing  ofl dressed in Victorian costume. They atl
have claborate hairstyles {made from real hair, acoording to
Vern) and intricately designed clothing Even the English muid
has 1uffles and lace an her pniform.

Fabsics

The house is filled with silks, watins. Inces, ind valver
Bed coverings are smbecidared in French knots and the laces pre
embrondered wa well The chiirs i the dining room are
uphoistered in Old Rose Vielvet” that came thom Tondoen,
England. Petit potnt and crewel work deantify chair seats. Even
the dining roam has pmk =il on the walls. Tn the hathroom,
Yorn had placed tory toyrycioth towels over the end of the cast-
iron, claw=footed batbtub wnd has hung hand-embraidered
towels thail awan her guests.

Chrisinas All Year Round

"I Jove Chrisirnas and § kave two Christmay toesy tha [
leave up &l year in my dolibause,” Vern says. Her rees ure
docorated with handmade apd hand-paineed tin arnuments,
tinsel, paper chain garland, ghasa ornuneats and tiny bulbs.
Undet the tree she has placed a set of blocies, 8 rocking horse, a
clown, and a pewter doll.

¥au's Favorjie Things

The dolihouse 12 =0 fill of treamures thal it is hard to
take it all in. One tremsure is the one-of-a-kind purcelsin doi
that rests om the chaige loonge in the sikting room. Another
treasure is the pink velvet book of Vemn's own poetry in
miniatune made by ber fiend, Wancy, The fireplaces with their

martle mantles and hand-paited fire screens wra unique. There
are two umbrella stands  one antique gold and the ather
black—n which Vem lovingly places uny gold-topped canes,

As you waich Vem spend bours and hours placing all
her treampres in the hoyse, you can't belp but think that while
st known cvery piace and remembers exactly where she
aquired it and where it goes, her Brvorite room Js the design
studio. That is where all her hats and a tioy beaded purse can he
viewed That iz whees thern wre tiny fashion desiymn drewn in
penci| mod displayed on a tiny ensel. When naked whar is her
favorita thing in the house, she amites and siya, | think @y
favorie (ings are the hats. Have you looked closely at this
beaded ome?

Owr tresgured Dean Howse in now home 1o another
treaaured house mdeed .




More About Tea as a Socisl Event

“Afternoon tea is a pleatantly nostalgik and remarksbly
enduring custom.” writes Sharon O"Connor in ber book, Afler-
noon Jea Sevenack. “Testime ogn be simple or sumptuoun; & re-
hxingh\ttﬂudunhemdohhmhdwurudqmom
to colebrate § wedding anoouncement. _Listening to baautiful
chamber mmsic dusing testime creaies a moodt of grace and ele-
gaoce. " (Her recording of a selection of approprixte chamber mu-
sic wifl wdd to the ambimoe at te Dean House event )

Afternoon 1ca was invested i England in 1340, when
Anna, the seventh duchesa of Bedford, grew tired of the “ginking
feeling” she experienced every eftemnoon around four o'clock. .
She asked that  tray of tes, bread and butier, amd cake he
brought to her toom This 3oom became 2 duily kabét wilh ber and
s beysn inviting friends 1o jain ker. ... Queen Victoria boved tes
parties and popularized the drinking of vea with & lice of Yenon, &
<ustom she brought bome from the Bussign court whevs she had
been visitig ber cldext daugheer. With the acoumulazion of -
dustria) wealth, opper-class Victorians commimioned china, wil-
ver, and glnsyware for their aftersoon tes services. .. Afternoon
t=a 300N bacane o mational pastime indalged in by all social
classen Farmbouse teas were sibstantial fannly meads that in-
cluded pots of srong black tes, buttered shices of home-baked
bresd, ham, meat pies, cheess and scoaes spread with bomemade
jam and clotted cremn.

In America, colonins did their best to copy the tea-
drinking customs of their relatives in Hollaad and England. As
the New Englandcrs miprated to Wisconsin, they brought the cus-
toms with them, but gradually the regularity of Afsmoon Tes
disappearsd and only special social svents continped umtil about 3
generabion igo.

TEA COZIES were created to prevent pota of tas from
cooling too quickly. They first appaared in the 18504, and the
Victonian fair for embellishment resulted in tea cozies adorned
with embroidery xnd beadwork, A cozy can keep n pot of tea hot
for up to an hour, byt the teg leaves should be semoved.

Tea at the Desa Honse will bt served with the el
gant accoutermenis of the Vietorian era, but with the sim of
providing a relaziag respite sud an opportunity to view the
winlature vervion of the apper-—ciam Victorian beupe.

Come! And bring yeur Priends and neighbor.

Mi—

Back Porch Concerts Are Coming

Surmer means Back Porch Concerts at the Dean
House and summer 2000 will bring ancther series. The schedule
oF entortamery for (he six Sundays in mid-simmer is being
planned and will be annotced in hone. F.oap your Thirsday
evenings for the pleasant fresb air sunset time musicales ihis sum-
mer,

Chair Dick Petarson is seeking new goups to add to
the returning favorites. 1 vou can yuggrest such talent call Eim a
212-T814.

Monona History |

The HBGHS publication of Monona's history,
“Monons in the Making™, is cominuing to sell well. Tt will con-
tirue: 10 be available for purchase (@320) st Dean House events,
wid at the Arian Gift Shop, the Monoas Bait and Lce Cream
Shop, The Monosa City Hall, the Monona Public Library, the
Olbrich Garders Gift Shop. aod the State Historical Society Gift
Shop oo the square. Copies may be ordered by oaail (@525 00)
from HBGHS, PO Box 6704, Monona, WT 53716-0704,

There will be more abowt the book's acootades in the
text Cowrier.

i Officars
B Prasicent: Jjim Sickels

M Vicg-pmsident: Allan Buriing

£8 Sacretary: Alice Schuller 222.6B51
% Treasumr Dick Peraon 222.T814

Board Members
Jean Danl Bl Ricer and Marks Rider
Catherine Gedko Don Taylor and Judy Taylor
Doroihy Haines Halan Wantiand
Mike Jackeon Heden Cattel
Kathlesn Montgormery C. Anvve Weliman,

past pregident
Dean Houss Manmger

Robart Bean 22725783

221-1324
221131
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MISSION STATEMENT

_Thﬂﬂwkﬂmingﬁrmﬂ"mmﬂmﬂ%ummﬂmqﬁ!m“%m
Monong and Souiheast Madisom srea TaﬁﬁﬂlmmﬁeﬂunHmﬂﬂhmd-lmﬁrmm
snd local kistory study. nnmmumn—um-mm-muuﬁmmmmmm
s American heritape and contributing & our own growrh as a comasony.

The Blooming Grove Courier is publiished periodically

Sy the Hissone Blovming Grove Historical Socrety,

PO Box 6704 Monowa, BT 1317 160704, Editar Dorothy Haines, 2217918,




P.0. Box 6784
Mosonn, W1 5371604

Advance Notice: Annusl Meeting June 11
Aan Waidelick To Be Speaker

Pus snother dete on your calendac:
The HBGHS Annual Meeting will be heid Sundsy, June 11, st
300 p m. Speaker af the eveing will be Ann Wiidelich, pust
presidemt of Histonic Madison, who will thow sslected photos
trom the McVicar-Siein callection resently purckased for the State
Historical Society. Her program wifl follow the socisl hoor st
5:00 p m. and potiuck dionar at 6:00 pm. The poblic is invited

As this date v the Second Sundny, the Dean Bouse do-
cents will be pffering 1ours of the house, begianing at 2.00 p.;.

Eou the pothack fumibes/'persoms with lest names begin-
ning with A-F are maked 10 bring » hot dish, G-O bring 3 salad and
P-Z being dersert, in order 10 asmure 1 well-rounded repant.

r--—-—uﬁ--ﬁ------——----_—-—------*h‘qﬂ-ﬂ---—----h—-—-----

MEMBERSHIF APPLICATION/RENEWAL

Huhn: Esoming Greve Hutorica? Society
1 c/o Richard Peterson, Treasurer
1 MO Bz 6704
: Mumena, W1 53716-6704

} Chack is enclosed for:
contribution for Dean House restoration’ muintenance;

. membership &t 11041 individual

|

$15AT family, sustaining ($25-5100)

z
:

Imporiant Besineys:

ELFCTION, BY-LAWS VOTE, DULS RENEWAL
lipportant Society busmcss is part of the wmual

owetng:feloction, by-laws voie, and mambership repewal

The notmnating committes iy Jooking for new board
mambers [ put oo the slate for slection. The Sockety naeds
new, fresh, dorectors (voung with fresh ideas or elderly with
more koowledge about the hislory). Please nubmit narmes of
potaibic candidates 1o Presidem Jon Stickaly.

A change i the by-lawes, providing for & muenbership
dues change, bas been proposed, and should be voted on by the
membxtrabnp. The mambership will be asked to approve
change i the By-Laws, Artick 1], Section 2, Classificstion and
Dues, ag follows:

. Membershlp clanification shall be established

by 1be borrd of directors,

b. The asnual dues shalk be established by the

beard of directnry,

It 13 membership rencwal time, Treum-cr
Dick Peterson will be on hand to receive dues paymants,
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: HBGHS in p tax-gemot noo-profit argasization
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